
ing him - heard about the
Wounded Warriors program
and thought the Adirondack
Canoe Classic would be a
good match. He was right.

“It was everything I want-
ed it to be and more,” said
Cromie, “I had more fun than
any of them.”

Cromie has paddled with
Shannon, Holler and Profitt, as
well as local paddlers Gregg
VanSlyke, Saint Gratz, Mark
Pepper and Andy Pritchard.
The team took second place in
the war canoe class. This was
Cromie’s fifth Canoe Classic
and the first time he has placed
in the top three.

“This is something these
guys train for. Every night
when we were done they
would say, ‘This is what went
right, this is what went wrong
and this is how we can im-
prove.’ The military training
now is about solving problems,
and communicating. And the
local guys, Mark, Andy, Saint ,
Gregg, they gave their all.
When we realized we were
coming in third, everybody
wanted to win, so when we got
to the portages and those guys
told us to run as fast as we
could and they carried the boat
and ran flat out. We gained
time on the carries and they did

it for these kids,” said Cromie.
Matthew Profitt is one of

those “kids.” He lost the lower
half of his right leg to cancer
not long ago, but it hasn’t
slowed him down much. He
has recently participated in an
outrigger canoe race in New
Zealand and a relay canoe race
in Maine. He said he has
adapted well to his amputation.

“It throws me off a bit when
I paddle. I compensate and pad-
dle more from the hip. But my
balance is good. If I go a long
time, I feel it in my hip,” he said.

He enjoyed the race and
would like to come back to the
area. And he is up for paddling
the 90-mile canoe race again.

“It was a great time, you
really look forward to it. I’d
do it again,” said Profitt. “I’d
like to do a relaxing canoe and
camping trip.”

Shon Holler also enjoyed
his stay in the Adirondacks.
Holler is a tall, talkative man
from Tennessee, with a quick
wit and fun sense of humor.
He suffered nerve damage in
his shoulder and a brain injury
in Afghanistan in 2004.

“I was in the way during a
gunfight,” he said laughing,
“Humvees don’t give.”

One of the men said later
that the Humvee had rolled

onto him. Holler is forward-
looking, always ready for a
challenge, which is why the
Canoe Classic appealed to him.

“It was an endurance
challenge, tested upper body
strength and mental stability. I
dug deep and gave it all I had.
I wasn’t about to give up,”
said Holler.

And you get the feeling
that is how he approaches
most everything.

“We are just a rag tag
bunch of guys. We only pad-
dled together once on
Thursday, but it all just fell to-
gether. It was a great team, we
bonded well. We realized we
were in third place Friday
night and said ‘Let’s go for
first!’ I was a medic and I al-
ways want to be the best at
what I do and get everyone
there safely. We got tunnel vi-
sion for the win and gave it
our best,” Holler said.

The war canoe came in
second and Holler told
Cromie that he couldn’t retire
from the race until he had at
least one first place.

“I’ll paddle for you any-
time, Doc. We can’t let you quit
until you’ve got a win,” he said. 

The warriors were touched
by signs of support from the
community. When they pad-
dled Utowana Lake there was
a sheet hanging from a boat-
house that said “We support
Wounded Warriors.” 

“It felt so good, we were all
screaming and hollering. It real-
ly pumped us up,” said Holler.

There was also a man who
saluted the group as they went
past, and they were touched
by the gesture.

Dan Shannon — the last of
the Wounded Warriors — was
especially happy with the salute.

“We (soldiers) don’t do
what we do for ‘thank yous,’
but to have someone salute
like that, it really makes you
feel good,” he said.

Shannon was a sniper in
Iraq and was in a gun fight in
2004. He was shot in the head
and his left eye is gone. The
bone around his eye had to be
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 K irsty’s

 R ed  D og  T avern

 357-5502
 1.3 miles down South Shore Road • Inlet

 Prime Rib 
 Saturdays

 Open Daily
 at 3pm

 Closed Sundays

 Catering 
 Available

 DLaux
 PROPERTIES
 Committed to Sell Lewis County

 Donna M. Loucks, G.R.I.  - NYS Licensed Real Estate Broker
 www.dlauxproperties.com • email: dloucks2@twcny.rr.com
 315-377-3113  • Cell: 315-771-6990 • Fax: 315-376-7267

 PO Box 143 • Church St., Castorland, NY 13620

 Carroll E. Owens
 Arnold E. Loucks

 Stephen E. Kubinski
 NYS Licensed Sales Associate

 Visit this property on website www.dlauxproperties.com or www.nnymls.com

 “Watch Us Grow”

 Close to Number Four area.  2 
 bedroom, 2 bath cottage 
 sitting on 4.3 acres with 
 Crystal Creek meandering 
 next to your living room 
 window. 2 Stall detached 
 garage with woodworking 
 area.  Separate workshop 
 currently used as shoe repair 
 business. Both are heated. 
 Price has been reduced 
 from $162,000 to $135,000 
 for quick sale. 

 Call Donna at 377 - 3113 for complete information. 

 Delightful piece of Heaven in Watson, NY  

FREE
  INSTALLATION

   If ordered by 10/01/06

Store Hours: Mon-Fri 9-7
Sat 9-5 • Sun 10-4

Visit Our Website:
www.ojgulla.com

336-6900
1501 E. Dominick St. • Rome, NY 13440

It’s LOOP-LOC...the safety cover that can support an elephant! Computer-designed for a perfect fit.
Goes on and off in a snap. Don’t forget to look for the name on the cover!

IS YOUR 
POOL COVER 
THIS SAFE?

IS YOUR IS YOUR 
POOL COVER POOL COVER 
THIS SAFE?THIS SAFE?

 Old Forge                   3636 Route 28
 Adirondack Getaway! 2 bdrm. Cabin in the 
 woods. Hollywood Hills subdivision, high on the 
 hilltop, this camp offers LR, dining area, Kit., 2 
 bdrms., & screened porch. Enjoy the beach in the 
 summer & snowmobiling in the winter.    $74,900

 Defining Real Estate Since 1914
 Utica 732-6181 • Clinton 853-3535 • Barneveld 896-2931

 Interior photos at Sextonrealestate.com

 LET US BE YOUR “ADIRONDACK REALTOR”
 More exposure means more buyers!

 Utica Rome Board of Realtors • Greater Syracuse Association of Realtors
 www.realtor.com

 We Co-Broke with  ALL  Realtors

 Barneveld       8297 Old Poland Rd
 Architectural charm & character embody this 
 residence. Serene, welcoming, unique & understated, 
 begin to describe the features in this home. New kit. 
 w/granite cntrtps, maple cabs., cntr isle w/
 Thermador cooktop, Brazilian Mahogany flrs., 2 
 decks, 3bdrms & 2.5 baths.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $289,000

 Forestport         5082 Scamott Rd
 Beautiful Adirondack home off Rt 28 in the 
 heart of the outdoors. This cottage offers 2 
 bdrms, new bathroom, spectacular family 
 room w/ woodstove and a very large kitchen 
 w/dining area. All nestled on a 100x120 lot 
 with outbuildings.           $64,900
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